The role of immune complexes in early syphilis and in the Jarisch-Herxheimer reaction.
Circulating immune complexes (CIC) were detected in one of 11 patients with primary syphilis and in 5 of 12 patients with secondary syphilis. The level of CIC was significantly increased in patients with secondary syphilis. Four weeks later a significant decline in CIC was found. No relationship was demonstrated between CIC and affection of the skin, lymph nodes, or kidneys. An increased albumin excretion rate was demonstrated before treatment. No differences were found in the excretion rate of beta-2-microglobulin before or after treatment. Nineteen patients had a Jarisch-Herxheimer reaction during treatment. An increase in CIC was found in 5 patients and a decrease in 7 patients. No correlation could be demonstrated between the level of or changes in CIC and the severity of the Jarisch-Herxheimer reaction.